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24 Fobruary 1969

‘MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBIECT: Mestiug with Senator Sam J. ‘Exvin, Jre

o 1. On 24 ¥February 1969, at 3 p. 7. » Mre Maury aad

Mr. Houston met with Gonator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. Also present
‘were Rufus L. Edriston and Marcia 3. MacNaughton of the staff
of the Subcommittes on Constitutional Rights, Sonate Coramittce
- on Judiclary.

2. Tho subject was S. 762, the successor to s. 1035,
and Mr. Houaton opened with reforence to the opinion by the
Library of Congress on protoction of CIA's information which
Sonator Ervin had introduced into the Conp,maaional Record and
which he had raoationcd to the Director. Scaator Ervin bad yead

. our rnemorandum of 13w differing with the Library of Congroess’

- of the technical awpocta of what we ran into when we found our=
selves in court. Senator Ervin cither Jdid not grasp, ©F did not
agree with, the ascurity jmplications we forenaw arising out of

» ~ | court cased based on his law aud soid, in effect, that he folt

o ‘ this would not changa CIA's situation. He pointed out that at

1 | the request of the Apency ha had mado a number of changes in

the bill which he fclt wore well founded, and that ho had taken

care of all the possible gbjectiona, 80 he was opposed to granting

ClA any oxemption £rom the whole bill. ar. Houston said it was

obvious that our di{ffoxrencud arose {rom the difforent concept of
. the reole the court would play as & sesult of the paseage of the

© bille ‘

3. Mz, Maury dwelt at somse length on our concopt of
- - persoanel pacurity, pointing out the intensive efforts of the
~ 4o ’ opposition intelligence agencies to penetrate us, the etress and
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conclusiona, and Mz, {lousion followed along with some discussion
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strain of agents operating abroad, and the need for supervision
and knowledge of our employcos. e felt the bill would fmpalr
'our right to inquize as to certain employce activities, but
 Sopator Exvin differed, saying that 1f wo thought that the maitors
" in question were a danger to our security thay would bo portinent
to his employment and, theraiore, would not be barred by the
bmo ’ ‘

4. The Senator brought up his froquently expressed distrust
, of the polygraph. In roespoase, M. Maury discussed how we use the
- polygraph and its effoctiveness, emphasizing that it was merely a
 tool, not a definitive tast, Sonatox Ervin sald that if he wore alone
 on thie bill he would abolish tho polygraph as he did not think it was
" a valid approach. [Fle then said that he had recoived a great many
complalnts from people about tho use of the polygraph, paxticularly
' about certain of the queations asked, Mz, Maury pointed out that
' no reports of such complaiuts had come back to us and we would
'like to know somothing about the nature of the complaints, particu=-
. larly what guestions were found most objoctionable. Senator Ezrvin -
concoded that many of the compglainanta might bave beon applicants
rather than employees and there raight have beon more complaints -
 from NSA than from CIA, but he <did not offeor any fusthor informa«
_ tlon on this subject.

5, Mr. Maury asked for Senator Ervin's interpretation

of the right to counsol under the Lill, and the Sonator agreod that

. as written an employea could ask for counsel ap soon ae he felt
he was getting any eoxt of hostile quostioning or disciplinazy
interviews. Mr. Maury sald he thought thia impaized the command
gtructuzre ang, whila wo would agree 1o the zight of counsel in
serious situations whera a man's rights might be substantially
damaged, there should be some limitation. Later on in the
convereation, Senator Ervin appeared to concede that there was
sorme merit to this argumont and paid he might consider appropriate
language limiting the right to counsel. There was also further
talk about the fact that applicants were given cortain rights undoy
the bill which could lead to harassement by the Students fox &
Democratle Society or simllar groups. Again, tais scemed

. to appeal to Senator Exvin, aad bo said he might give some

- consideration to limiting tho applicants® xighte.

: 6. Outside of the two small polants mentioned abova, it
. was clear that Senator Evvin thought he had done overything
possible for CIA in his eariier changes and ho was adamaantly
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| _opposed to a total exemption for the Agency. ‘ithe meeting was

friendly, however, and in fact Senator Lrvin said he enjoyed it.
He scemed relaxoed and pleasant throughout. :
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LAWRENCE R, HOUSTON
General Counsel

'cc1 [xecutive Director : .
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Legislative Counsel | | 3
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